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in muſt all appear before the Judg- 
ment-Seat 0 of Chrif 


MMONGS T many * Bleſ- 
& ſings for which we of this Na- 
tion ſtand indebted to the Good- 
neſs of God, we may juſtly reckon 
the excellent Proviſion which is 
made for the publick Safety and Tranquilli- 
ty; for the Security of our Lives, Liberties 
and Poſſeſſions, by wiſe and good Laws. A 
Happineſs that is greatly heighten'd by the 
eaſy Manner in which it is convey'd to us, 
and which we feel the more ſenſibly from the 
regular Returns of Perſons eminent for their 
Knowledge and Experience in thoſe Laws, 
who, with a delegated Share of Sovereign 
Power, and with all that 8 and Digni- 


ty 


_ (68) 

ty which juſtly . it, go round the King- 
dom, at ſtated Seaſons, for the more Solemn 
and awful Execution of them. 

And of all the Circumſtances which con- 
tribute to the Solemnity of this publick Ad- 
miniſtration of Juſtice, none is more pro- 
per, or more decent, than the previous At- 
tendance which is paid to the publick 
Worſhip of Almighty God: Whoſe Bleſſing 
and Aſſiſtance as we ought conſtantly to im- 
plore, in every Action we undertake, ſo 
more eſpecially ſhould we ſeek it upon theſe 
great and important Occaſions. The re- 
ſorting in the firſt Place to the Courts of 
God's Houſe is doubtleſs with this pious 
Deſign, that all who are concern'd ſhould 
enter upon and diſcharge their reſpeFtive 

Offices, with a Senſe of God upon their 
Minds; with that Zeal, and Caution, and 
religious Gravity, which becomes Men en- 
gag'd in Affairs of the higheſt Conſequence, 
and wherein the Honour of God and the 
Service of their Country are ſo nearly con- 
cern'd. And, if this be the End of our aſ- 
ſembling in chis Place, I hope I ſhall not be 
thought to have made Choice of an impro- 
per Subject for our Meditation, ſince no 
Conſideration whereof the Minds of Men 
are capable, is more likely to influence them 

to a conſcientious Diſcharge of their Duty, 
. id every Inſtance of it, than that of a future 
JOS; 


Jud ment; ſince chere cantot be a more 
— Inducement to Magiſtrates in par- 
ticular, and he who are in Authority, to 
ſerve truly and faithfully to the Glory of 
God and the Publick Good, than the Re- 
membrance of that ſtrict Account which 
they muſt one Day make; and laſtly, ſince 
he. near Reſemblance between an earthly 
and a heavenly Tribunal, how great ſoever 
the Diſparity may be upon other Accounts, 
ſeems naturally, at this Time, to lead our 
Thoughts to the laſt great Aſſize, when we 


ſhall all Ar before * Fan eat of | 
Chrift, | 

In diſcourſing upon which Words, I ſhall 
beg Leave, 


1. Firſt, Tc 0 Ce, down very. briefly the 
Truth and Certainty of a Future Judgment. 

II. Secondly, To make a particular Appli- 
cation of this Doctrine, in ſuch a Manner as 


I apprehend to be moſt ſuitable to the 9 
ſent Occaſion. | 


%Y 


I. Firſt chen, it is to 1 obſerv d, that 
our Knowledge of the Truth and Certainty 
of this important Article of our Faith de- 
pends entirely upon Revelation. The Light 

of Nature will indeed carry us a great Way 
to the Expectation, and reconcile us to the 
Frobability of a Future State. For the ſame 


Reaſon 


2 


(8 ) 
Reaſon that tells us there is a Cod, tells us. 
alſo, that he muſt be infinitely Holy, and 
Juſt, and Good; —— that conſequently he 
delights in, and will reward thoſe who' ef- 
deavour to imitate; his divine Perfections arid? 


act agreably to the Knowledge of his Will, 


and that on the other hnand, . 
ond will puniſh thoſe who do the contrary 
that, foraſmuch as Experience ſhews" u 
that wicked Men are not always ni, 
nor good Men” rewarded W to their 
Deeds in this Life, therefore there muſt be 
ſome other State, after this Life?” wheretn\. 
the Honour of God's Juſtice ſhall be fully 
vindicated, : and all the ſeeming Inequalities 
of his Providence be finally and unexcep< 
tionably made clear, by an impartial Retri- 
bution unto every Man, according to his 
Deſervings. Thus much, I ſay, We are 
taught to expect, and may Men con- 
clude from af Li ght of Na But for” 
the particular Manner and Cireumſtances 
of this Retribution; for its Nature, Mea- 
ſure and Duration; and for the certain and 
infallible Altrande: of it, we muſt have 
Recourſe to the more perf and com- 
pleat Diſcovery of God's Will in the G0 
ſpel. 

"Thar chere ſhall be made a ſttict and 2 
lemn Scrutiny into the Lives and Actions 
of all Mankind together; — that the 
Time 


(9) 


Time appointed for it ſhall be at the Con 
ſummation of all Things; — that it ſhall be 
preceded by an univerſal Conflagfation, in 
which b the Heavens. ſhall paſs away with 
a great Noiſe, and the Elements ſhall melt 
with fervent Heat, the Earth alſo, and the 
Works that are therein, ſhall be burnt up; 
—— < that the Perſon to whom this Judg- 
ment ſhall be committed, is Feſus Chriſt, the 
Son of God; — © that he ſhall come in 
the Clouds of Heaven, with Power: and great 
ns and attended with his holy Angels; 

© that he ſball deſcend from Heaven 
"ſedi a'Shout, with the Voice of the Archan- 
gel, the Trump e God; f that all that 
are in the Graves ſhall hear his Voice, and 
ſhall come forth; —— 8 that the Sea ſhall 
give up the Dead which are in it, and Death 
and Hell ſhall. err up the Dead which are 
in them; b that all Nations ſhall be 
gather d before the Throne F bis Glory, and 
the Dead both ſmall and great ſtand before 
God; i that the Books ſhall be open d, 
and the Dead judged out of the Things that 
ſhall be written in thoſe Books, according to 
their Works; E that be ſhall ſeparate 


* 1 Pet. iv. 7. Matt. . I. + 2 Per. iii. 10. 
Acts x. 42, Heb. xii. 13. AMuatt. xxiv. 30. Mark 
xiii. 26. 2 heſſ. i. 7. e 1 Thell. iv. 16. f John 
4% 28. 8 Rev. xx. 13. h Matt. xxv. 32. i Rev. 
XxX. 14; F8: k Matt. xxv. 33, Oc. 
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110 ) 
the Righteous FE. the Wicked, as a Shepherd 
divideth hrs Sheep from the Goats ; ——— that 
he ſhall ſet the Sheep on bis right hand, and 
the Goats on the left, that to the one he ſhall 
pronounce the Sentence of everlaſting Hap- 
pineſs, and to the other of endleſs Miſery; 


that this Sentence ſhall immediately 
be executed, and theſe ſhall go away into 


everlaſting Puntſhment, but the Righteous un- 


to Life eternal: Theſe are Things, which 
as they are only to be learnt from the Word 
of God, fo are they therein fo diſtinctly and 
expreſsly laid down, that no one who be- 
lieves the divine Authority of the Holy Scrip- 
tures (and to fuch only I hope I am now 
addreſſing my ſelf) can entertain the leaſt 
Doubt of the Truth and Certainty of them. 
I ſhall not therefore inſiſt any longer upon 
ſo plain and obvious a Point, but proceed 


to, what I principally intended from the 
Words of the Text; viz. to conſider 


II. Secondly, What matter of ofeful Re- 


flection it will furniſh us with, by a ſuitable 


Application. of the general Doctrine to the 
reſpective Stations and Circumſtances of 
thoſe who hear me. 

And we ſhall all of us find, that we 
may receive ſome Benefit this way, whe- 
ther. we are 


Firſt, 


6-1 

Firſt, The Miniſters or Diſpenſers of 10 
ſtice; or 

Secondiy, Thoſe to whom Juſtice is diſ- 
penſed; or, 
Laſjily, Have no other Concern, but as 
Attendants upon, or Spectators of the Ad- 
miniſtration of it. And 


Firſt,” as to the Magiſtrate himſelf, or 


thoſe to whom the Power of diſpenſing Ju- 
ſtice is committed. 

bat in the great Day of Aber when 
God ſhall reckon with us for the ſeveral 


Talents committed to our Truſt, he will 


very ſtrictly. and particularly examine into 
the Exerciſe of Authority, may reaſonably 
be concluded both from the Origin of Ci- 
vil Power, and from the Ends and Reaſons 
of its Appointment. ' The Powers that be 
(ſaith the Apoſtle) are ordain'd of God. As 
all who are inveſted with Authority, whe- 
ther ſupreme or ſubordinate, do either im- 
mediately or ultimately receive their Com- 
miſſion from him; fo to him they SG 
an Account of he Execution of it. And | 
as the Ends for which they received it were 
the Advancement of God's Glory, and the 
edifying and well-governing of his People; 
the Suppreſſion of Wickedneſs and Vice, 
and the Maintenance of his true Religion 
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and Virtue; m the Puniſhment of evil Dotrs, 
and the Praiſe of them that do well; we can- 
nor, without the higheſt Imputation upon 
God's juſtice, imagine, that he will ſuffer 
thoſe Ends to be fruſtrated or perverted, 
without finally vindicating his Authority, 
and ſeverely puniſhing the Abuſe of it. 
When therefore the conſcientious Magiſtrate 
reflects, that he n judges not for himſelf but 


for the Lord; that the Sentence he pro- 


nounces is God's Sentence, and that there- 
fore he is accountable to him for the Equi- 
ty of it; that in the laſt great Day, when 
every one ſhall give Account of their 
Works, a particular Enquiry ſhall be made 
of him, how he hath executed the Truſt 
repoſed in him; whether he hath 
had reſpect of Perſons in Judgment, or 
been ſteddy and impartial in the Diſtribu- 
tion of Juſtice; whether he hath been 
cool and unconcern'd in the Cauſe of God, 


or zealous and active in the Detection and 


Puniſhment of Vice; o 4 Revenger (as the 
Apoltle ſpeaks) fo execute Wrath upon him 
that doth Evil: Such Reflections as 


theſe muſt die quicken in him a Care- 


fulneſs and Concern ſo to diſtribute Juſtice 


here, that he may not hereafter be con- 


demn'd by that righteous Judge, whoſe 


m 1 Pet. ii. 14. u 2 Chron. xix. 6. o Rom. xiii. 4. 


| Miniſter 
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Miniſter and Repreſentative he is; fo to 


exerciſe the Power which God hath given 
him for the Coercion and Excifion of the 


Ungodly and Diſobedient, that he may not be 


found to have born the Sword in vain, and 


have his Portion with ther unprofitable 


Servant, where 15 weeping and. gnaſeing of | 
Teeth, © 


Nor will the Proſpect of a Judgment to 
come have an Influence upon his Conduct, 
only from the Fear of future Miſery ; but 


alſo from the much more generous Incite- 
ment to what is Praiſe-worthy, the Hope 
and Expectation of future Happineſs. An 


Expectation built upon the Promiſes of 
God, and confirm'd to every good Man by 
his own Experience. That inward Plea- 
ſure and Satisfaction of Mind which a Man 
receives from the conſcientious Diſcharge 
of his Duty is a preſent Encouragement 
and Reward for it, and conſequently a 
Motive to it, in every Condition of Life. 
It gives a Reliſh to the Honours and Privi- 
leges of a high Station, which to an inge- 
nuous Mind can be no further acceptable 
than as he is conſcious of having deſerv'd 
them; and which, to him who truly me- 
rits them, are but the Pledges and Earneſt 


of a greater and more glorious Reward: 


p Matt. viii. 12. 


And 
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And it enables him to bear up againſt any 
outward. Evils, which, either by a Change 
8 
in the State and Condition of human Af. 


fairs, are the natural and almoſt: neceſſary 


Abatements of preſent Happineſs. Thus the 
upright Magiſtrate, whoſe Heart cannot re- 


proach him with Partiality, or Neglect, or 


Cowardice, .or Corruption; who'can make 
Samuel's Challenge, 4 whoſe Ox have I taken, 


ar whoſe Aſs have I taken, or whom have I 


defrauded? Whom have I oppreſſed, or at 
whoſe Hands bave I received a Bribe to 
blind mine Eyes therewith? —— Who can 


Gy with holy Job, the Cauſe which I knew 


nat I ſearched out. I brake the Jaws of the 


Wicked and plucked the Spoil out of his Teeth. 


I put on Righteouſneſs and it cloathed me, my 
1 Was as a Robe and Diadem. 

he Man who is thus conſcious of his own 
Integrity, and Diligence, and Fortitude, in 
the Execution of his high Office, muſt view 
himſelf with a ſecret Pleaſure even in this 
Life, and 1s provided of a- Support againſt 


all the Preflures and Adverſities of it. Even 
in this Life, when, notwithſtanding the 
molt perfect Regard to Juſtice and Equity, 


the Brightneſs of his Character may, thro' 
Envy or Prejudice or Ignorance, receive 


4 1 Sam. xii. 3. r Job. xxix. 17. 
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1 wo 
ſome Diminution. How much more emi- 
nently ſhall he find the Joy and Comforr of 
his Uprightneſs, when he ſtands before the 
great Tribunal? When thoſe Clouds of Ca- 
lumny, which ſometimes obſcure the Luſtre 
of the moſt ſhining Virtue, ſhall | for ever 


vaniſh and diſappear; when his Righteouſ- 


neſs ſhall be made clear as the Light, and his 
juſt dealing as the Noon-day; when his Fide- 
lity and Diligence in the Service of his 

great Maſter, ſhall receive this happy and 
honourable Acknowledgment before Men 
and Angels, well dane thou good and faith. 
ful Servant, thou haſt been faithful over a 
few Things, I will make thee Ruler over 


many Things, enter thou into the Foy of thy 


But theſe are Reflections, which, I per- 


ſuade my ſelf, are familiar to the honoura- 


ble Perſons more immediately concern'd in 
them; who, I doubt not have a much live- 


lier Idea of that inward Satisfaction and 


comfortable Expectation, I have been ſpeak- 
ing of, from their own Experience, than 
can be form'd from any Words of others. I 
ſhall therefore conclude this Head, with ob- 
ſerving, that what has been ſaid with parti- 
cular Regard to the immediate Difpenſers 
of Juſtice, is in ſome reſpect applicable to 


* Pſak xxxvii. 6. Matt. xv. 21. 
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all thoſe who do, in any manner, by In- 

queſt, or Information, or Teſtimony, 'or 
Pleading, or Verdict, aſſiſt and forward the 

Adminiſtration of it. In which, as in a 

curious Machine, the Diſorder or Irregula- 

rity of any one part, is an Obſtruction to 

the due Motion of the whole. The Im- 

portance of the Service they are engaged 

in, the Benefit which redounds to the 
Publick, and the Honour which is derived 

to themſelves, from a faithful and con- 

ſcientious Performance of it are Arguments 

which have their proper Weight and In- 

fluence; but the moſt momentous Conſide- 
ration of all is that which is now before 

us, the Proſpect of a judgment to come, 

and the Fears of another World: Thoſe 

Fears upon which is chiefiy built the Reve- 

rence. that is paid to Oaths, in the firmeſt 

Bands of humane Society. They will -remem- 
ber that as their Proceedings are upon Oath; 

ſo every Oath is a moſt ſacred and ſolemn 

Appeal to the Bar of Heaven; that 


| | however humane judicatures may be im- 
ö poſed upon by the Falſeneſs of an Oath in 
ſome, or their Proceedings render'd defe- 
Ciive thro' the Neglect of a religious Ob- 
4 ſervance of it in others; yet in the laſt great 


N 


Day, when the Secrets of all Hearts ſhall 
be diſcloſed, this impious Abuſe and Profa- 
nation of God's holy Name ſhall be ſevere- ; 


ly 
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ly accounted fot, and that, though all 


things now ſeem to happen alike to all, an 
eſſential and everlaſting Difference. hall 
then be made between him that fweareth ; 
(7. e. careleſly or falſely) and him” that Fargo 
erh an Oath. 5 

Secondly, The Doctrine elta Aidurd? Judg- 
ment will, afford Matter of uſeful Refle- 
ction to thoſe to whom Juſtice is diſpen- 
fed; whether Litigants or Criminals; whe- 
ther Sviters for Juſtice, or properly the 
2 of it. And 

Thoſe who are in purſuit of WO 

thi: apprehend to be their juſt Rights, 
may by the Conſideration of a future Judg- 
ment be directed to purſue them with a 
Chriſtian Temper,” and by att” and Tegal 
Methods. 

It is undoubredly lawful for Chriſtians [ 
notwithſtanding mY Perverſion of à few 


Texts of Scripture by ſome ignorant and 


conceited Men, to ſeek the Redreſs of their 
Injuries, or the Recovery of their Rights, 
in thoſe Ways which the Laws have pre- 
ſcrib d: Nay fo far is it from being un- 
lawful to do” this, that it frequently be- 
comes a Duty which we cannot neglect 
without Injuſtice to our ſelves and Fami- 
lies, or Breach of that Truſt which in 


unn Caſes is virtually repoſed in us, to 
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tranſmit the Rights we ſtand poſſeſs d of, 


in as full and ample Manner to thoſe 
who are. to enjoy them after us But 
tho' Law-Suits are not therefore, ſimply 
and in themſelves, inconſiſtent with Chri- 


ſtianity, yet they may be carried on with 


a Spirit and Temper which is highly ſo. 
Whatever of this kind is commenced out 


of a Principle of Malice or Reſentment, or 


proſecuted with ſuch a Spirit of Con- 
tention, as leaves no room for any Over- 
tures of Peace or Accommodation; when 


the principal Thing we aim at is not fo 


much the doing Juſtice to our ſelves, as the 
doing Miſchief to our Neighbour; when 
we are properly litigious, that is, trouble- 
ſome and vexatious, merely for the ill- 
natur' d Pleaſure, which ſome unhappy Diſ- 
poſitions take in being ſo; theſe are ſuch 
Offences againſt Chriſtian Charity, ſuch 
notorious Breaches of that brotherly Love 
and. Kindneſs, which our. bleſſed Lord has 
made the diſtinguiſhing Character of his 
Diſciples, as, however they may not fall 
under the Cogniſance of Man, we ſhall 
not fail to anſwer for at Chriſt's Tribunal. 
The Principles upon which we act, on 
theſe or any other Occaſions, how un- 
chriſtian or uncharitable ſoever, may be 
diſguiſed or concealed from the e 

ut 


_- {bh 7 | 

but * when the Lord ſhall come (faith the 

Apoſtle) he Both will bring to Light the 

hidden Things of Darkneſs, and will make 
manife ſe the Counſels of the Hearts. 5 

Again; it muſt be acknowledged, that 

neither the moſt excellent and beſt con- 


triv'd Laws for the fixing and determina- 


tion. of 'Property, nor yer the moſt exact 
Diſpenſer of them, are in all Caſes, where 
civil Conteſts are depending, ſufficient to 
ſecure a rights Iſſue. Where many are 
concern'd, there muſt be room left for 
Application to the Hopes or Fears, the 
Avarice, or Affection, or Prejudice of ſome. 
Nor am I willing to take Notice of thoſe 
Arts of evading or perverting Juſtice which 
are ſometimes too ſucceſsfully made uſe of, 
and are too well known to thoſe who pra- 
iſe them. What I would obſerve is only 
this, that he who carries even a juſt Cauſe, 
if a juſt Cauſe can ever ſtand in need of 
ſuch Supports, by indirect or evil Practices, 
wrongs his Soul, whilſt he does Right to 
his Eſtate; and chat he will find it, in the 
final Iſſue of things, of little Advantage 
to have obtain'd a Verdict in an earthly 
Court, which ſtands upon Record againſt 
him 1 in the Books of Heaven, How much 
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leſs, if ba Cauſe itſelf hath. been equally. 
unjuſtifiable with the Methods of ſuppart- 
Den 

ro thoſe who are properly the Objects 
of Juſtice, whoſe Crimes have ſubjected 
them to the Penalties | of the Laws, the 
Conſideration of a future Judgment will be 
a proper Motive to a patient enduring, of 
thoſe Penalties, and a thankful —— 
ledgment of che Cooluck and Mercy, as 


well as Juſtice of God, wh, often ſuffers 


Vengeance to overtake Sinners in this 
World, that heir Souls may be ſav'd in the 
day of the Lord Feſus. A ſeaſonable Cor- 
rection for lefler Crimes becomes frequent- 
ly, thro the Grace of God, a Means of re- 
ſtraining Men from greater; and where it 
does ſo, ought to be look'd upon rather as 
a Bleſſing than a Puniſhment. Even the 
greateſt Penalty which the Law inflicts, 
Death itſelf, in its moſt frightful and igno- 
minious Appearance, cannot but be wel- 
come to thoſe whom it is a means of deli- 


vering from the /econd Death; whom the 


Apprehenſions of its near Approach have 
brought to a ſerious Senſe of, and un- 
feigned Sorrow for their paſt Crimes ; and 


who therefore willingly and gladly ſubmit 
their Lives to the Juſtice of the Laws, as 


the only Atonement they can make for 
1 JIM = 
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„ 
the Wickedneſs and Scandal of them. 
And ſhould it happen, as thro' the moſt; 
complicated Villany of Perjury and Injuſtice 
it ſometimes has, that an innocent Perſon 
is ſworn out of his Life, his Property, or 
good Name, and ſuffers for Crimes of 


which he is wrongfully accuſed; tho' this' 


be indeed one of the ſeyereſt Trials that 
can exerciſe the Faith and Patience of 
God's Children, yet the Proſpect of a 
Judgment to come will give a Reliſh even 
to this bitter Cup, and he will find abun- 
dant Joy and Conſolation in the full A 


ſurance, that tho' he is condemn'd here, 


he ſhall be acquitted by the judge of all 
the Earth; who will both manifeſt his In- 


nocence, and amply reward his patient 


ſubmitting to the Oppreſſion of it. In this 
Confidence he will commit his Cauſe to 
God, and ſay with St. Paul * it is nothing 
to me that I am judged of you or of Man's 

Judgment, — He that judgeth me is the 
Lor 5 | | ; 


Thirdly and Loftly, Let us proceed to 


obſerve what Uſe may be made of the Do- 
ctrine of a future judgment by all of us in 
general, even thoſe who are no otherwiſe 
concern d in the Affairs of publick Juſtice, 
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chan as Attendants upon, or Spedator of 
the Adminiſtration of it. 

And firſt the Conſideration that we ſhalt 
all appear before the Judgment Seat of 
Chriſt may teach us not ro meaſure the 
Safety of our Condition by Impunity here. 
Temporal Penalties do not always take place 
upon the Commiſſion of thoſe Crimes to 
which the Laws have aſſign'd them. Such 


is the Tenderneſs of the Law with regard 


to our Civil Rights, that no Man is ac- 
counted guilty in the Eye of it, till after a 


fair Tryal and full Conviction. But this 


very Tenderneſs of the Law, which ſo 
carefully guards againſt the Puniſhment of 
the Innocent, becomes ſometimes an Occa- 


Hon of Impunity to the Guilty. There 


may be ſtrong Preſumptions of Guilt, 


where there is not Evidence; there may 
be Evidence of Guilt, yet not ſufficient 
for legal Proof of it; and even where 
ſufficient Evidence might-be had, it is yet 
capable of being ſuppreſſed, or managed, 
or eluded. - 
ſecution, or Artifice defeat it; Power may 
ſcreen an Offender from Juſtice, or Clemency 

ardon him. In many Caſes Impunity 
is a Privilege, which Men appear to be 
entitled to, from their very Situation and 
Condition of Life; being ſuch whoſe For- 


tunes 


Intereſt may prevent a Pro- 


623) 
tunes ſeem to have placed them, with re- 
gard to ſome particular Offences, either 
above the Reach of the Law, or beneath 
the Notice of it. And laſtly, what is 
moſt to be lamented, many ſcandalous 
Crimes, ſuch as Idlenefs, Vagrancy, Drun- 
kenneſs, Lewdneſs, profane and common 
Swearing, Neglect of God's Publick Wor- 


ſhip and the like, tho generally and openly 


practiled, do yet, to the great Diſhonour 
of God and the Reproach of a Chriſtian 
Government, go as generally unpuniſhed, 
meerly for want of a vigorous Execution of 
thoſe wholeſome Laws which are in force 
againſt them. And if, upon all theſe Ac- 
counts, it is evident, that Offences which 
are puniſhable by human Laws, do fre- 
quently eſcape the Puniſhment that is due 


to them, even where they are publick 


and apparent, much more is it to be ſu 
poſed, that thoſe will do ſo, which are 


ſhelter'd under the Cover of Privacy and 
Concealment; the Vices of ſuch whoſe 


cloſe and artful Management may keep 
them not only from Diſcovery, but from 
Suſpicion. But thinkeſt thou this, O Man, 
who. doſt theſe Things, and yet evadeſt hu- 
mane Juſtice, that thou ſhalt kkews/e eſcape 
the Judgment of God? Is not his all-ſeeing 
"0p Privy to thy moſt ſecret Actions? Are 


they 


(24) 
they not noted in his Book? And ſhall not He 
— N thee for them, who is neither to be 
over-aw'd by Greatneſs, nor controul'd by 
Power, nor ſway'd by Favour, nor brib'd 
by Riches, nor deceiv'd by Cunning, nor 
impoſed upon by Falſchood? —— He, by 
whoſe unerring and irrevocable Sentence 
thy Happineſs or Miſery ſhall be deter- 
mined without Meaſure, and ithput 
End ? 5 

Secondly, The Conſideration of a future 
eee will teach us not to take the 
Meaſures of our Righteouſneſs from our 
Innocence with regard to human Laws. 
Theſe, how uſeful or expedient ſoever for 
the Reſtraint of exorbitant Offenders, are 
far from being an adequate Rule of Duty; 
they neither do, nor poſſibly can, reach to 
many great and important Branches of it. 
The Terror of them may keep Men from 
breaking out into ſuch Crimes as are moſt 
deſtructive of Religion, and of the Peace 
and Order of Civil Society; they may be ne- 
eeſſary Checks upon Immorality and Pro- 
faneneſs, Injuſtice and Violence, and have 
ſome Influence upon Mens outward A- 
ctions and Behaviour; but they make no 

Proviſion for. that inward Piety and De- 
votion, that Purity of Heart and Humble- 
neſs. of Mind, that Sincerity and —_ 
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which confti- 
cute the Eſſence of true Religion. When 
therefore we reflect that we fhall appear 
before the Fudgment Seat of Chriſt, we muſt 
at the ſame Time remember that we ſhall 


be tried by the Laws of Chriſt, and finally 


acquitted or condemn'd according to our 
Obſervance or Neglect of them. —— That 
as theſe Laws are of very great Extent, ta- 
king in the whole Compaſs of our Buty, 
to God, our Neighbour, and ourſelves, 
whether in Thoughts, or Words, or Acti- 
ons, nothing leſs than a ſincere and uni- 


form Obedience to them, in their utmoſt 


Latitude, will be ſufficient to give us Fa- 
vour in his Sight, and clear us when we 
are judged. A regular and inoffenſive Be- 
haviour, a prudent or a moral Conduct, 


may exempt us from the Inconveniences 


of Temporal Penalties, and perhaps ena- 


ble us to paſs through the World with 
ſome Degree of Eaſe and Credit; but no- 


thing leſs than a true Chriftian Converſa- 
tion will ſecure us from eternal Puniſh- 


ment, or entitle us to 'the yore of Hea- 
ven. 


From What has bers faid, I beg Lare 


to make two ſhort Inferences and con- 


r 
And "Oy From he admirable Efficacy 
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of che Doctrine of a future Judgment to- 


wards the promoting of true Righteouſ- 
neſs and Holineſs amongſt Men, we may 
infer the Excellency and Uſefulneſs of the 
Chriſtian Inſtitution, (of which this Do- 


ctrine is a fundamental Principle) with 


regard to Civil Government: And conſe- 
quently the great Miſchief which is done 
to the Publick by thoſe who labour to 
overthrow or undermine it. If Righteouſo 
neſs exalteth a Nation; if the Honour and 


Safety and Well-being of a People very 


greatly depends upon their ſtrict Adhe- 
rence to the Practice of Virtue and Reli- 
gion; if it is through theſe that Juſtice is 
beſt adminiſtred; —— that the Power and 
Dignity of thoſe in Authority is beſt up- 
held; — that the Obedience and Reve- 
rence of the Subje& is beſt ſecured —— 
(a Truth to which even our Adverfaries 
give Teſtimony, whilſt they decry Reli- 
gion merely as an Engine of Government) 
it manifeſtly follows, that the Chriſtian 
Inſtitution, which moſt effectually provides 
for and enforces the Practice of Religion, 
is for that Reaſon moſt conducive to the 
Intereſt - of the State, and beſt deſerves 
Countenance and Protection from it. And 
whoever goes about to weaken the Force 


of religious Obligation by endeavouring to 


repreſent 
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repreſent. ſuch powerful Sanctions of it, 46 
that eternal Happineſs or Miſery which 
the Goſpel ſets before us, as falſe, ' or 
doubtful, or precarious; or would ſubſtitute 
in the room of them the leſs full, leſs cer- 
rain, and leſs explicit Enforcements of na- 
rural Religion; or rather, under Pretence 
of this, would ſer Men looſe from the Re- 


ſtraints of all Religion whatever; may. ſo 
far be look d upon as an Enemy to che 
Government, and underſtood to aim at the 


Subverſion of it. And in this I ſpeak» the 
Senſe of the Legiſlature itſelf, which in 
che Preamble to the * Act for the more ef- 
fectual ſuppreſſing of Blaſphemy and Pro- 


faneneſs, declares the avowing and publiſh- 


ing of impious Opinions, contrary to the 


Doctrines and Principles of the Chriſtian 


Religion, to tend not only to the Diſho- 


nour of Almighty. God, but to the De- 


ſtruction of the Peace and Welfare of this 
Kin gdom. 


— If che Doctrine of a future 


* ment has ſuch a natural Tendency to- 


wards preſerving Men in a Courſe of Du- 
ty, it will become us, in order to reap 


the full Advantage of it, ſeriouſiy and fre- 
Fan to . to cs Conſideration of it, 


1; oo * 9,19 Will 1 cap, 32. mw Wm 
D >: To 


pc 


a 
x 
W 
| 
bi 


c 2 — 


rn 


* 
=> a ——* "a 1 "— Sz ——— WY 2 —£ 


; 
— — ns 
= —_- 
72 — 2 — w 4 
— * 


nabe ð . . eee. 
SES RET A — et r : - v9 . 


—_ 
WIS 


628) 


To the want of this Attention it is owing, 
that the Lives of Chriſtians do generally 
fall ſo much ſhort of that Purity and Per- 
fection which the Goſpel requires. How 
is it otherwiſe poſſible that Means and Mo- 
tives, ſo excellently adapted to theſe Ends, 
ſhould mits their Effect? How is it poſſible 
ö that the certain Expectation of a Judgment to 
4 come, ſucceeded by an Eternity of the moſt 
glorious Rewards and moſt intolerable Pu- 
niſhments, ſhould not work in Men a ve- 
hement Deſire of pleaſing God, and a Dread 
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0 of offending him? But if Men will not 
19 give themſelves Leave to attend to theſe | 
1 Things; if they will ſuffer themſelves to | 
i be diverted from the Thoughts of them | 
4 by the Buſineſs or Pleaſures or Amuſe- 1 
4 ments of Life; or prejudic'd againſt them ˖ 
1 by the Power and Prevalency of their 
1 Luſts and Paſſions; twill then be the fame. 

9 to them, as if they had never known: or 

* heard of them. The ſame, with reſpect to 

[2 any Influence upon their- preſent Behaviour ; 


but, with regard to the future Conſequences 
of it, infinitely worſe.” For it Mall be more 
tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the Day 
Judgment than for >them. If therefore 
we deſire that this important Truth ſhould 
have its proper Force and Efficacy upon 
our Lives and Actions, let us not think it 
| | ſuffi- 
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ſuffcient that we give our Aſſent to it, 


when it falls in our way; but bring it 


home to our Underſtandings, „and impreſs 
it with Vigour and Conſtaney upon our 
Minds. Let us view it in all its Lights, 
and purſue it through all its Conſequences. 
Let us take all Opportunities, eſpecially 


ſuch natural Occaſions as the preſent, of 
recalling it to, and fixing it in our Thoughts; 
till the ſerious and frequent Contemplation of 


that great and terrible Day of the Lord hath: 
wrought in us ſuch a perfect Obedience to 
God's Will, ſuch a careful and conſcien- 


tious Diſcharge of the Duties of our ſeveral 
Stations, that we can think of and expect 


it with Confidence and Comfort. Bleſſed 
are they who ſo look for the A NIN as 
to love bis apfepring.” - | 17 


70 God the F Fon and Zh 
Ghoſt be aſcribed all Honour, Might, 


Majeſty, and Demian, now and 
1 ys evermore, "7 
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BOOK: F written by the Reverend 
1 Grey, and fold by Charles 
King, ao 2 Wellminſter. 
Tone amd John Fowler, hg 
in Northampron. 2 


UA Syſtem of En gliſb Eeclefialtical Law, 
2 5 the Codex Juris Ecclefia- 
fiici Anglicani of the Right Reverend the Lord 
Biſhop of London. For the Uſe of young Stu- 
dents in the Univerſities who are defign'd for 
8 Orders. The ſecond Edition. | 


1. e T, SI or a ne Method of 
Artificial Memory, applied to and exemplified 
in Chronology, Hiſtory, Geography, Aſtrono- 
my. Alfo Jewiſh, Grecian, and Roman Coins, 
Weights and Meaſures, Fc. With Tables pro- 
* _ the re 5 Sciences; and Memorial 

ines adapted to each Table. The ſecond Edi- 
tion ec N and improved. 


In. The eee of Chriſt's Church; a 
Sermon preach'd at Leiceſter, Aug. 20, 1730. 
at the Triennial Viſitation of the Right Reve- 
rend Father in God =, 049 "Hm Biſhop of 

Lincoln. | 


